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Do tell me more about Wilson. I don't think the
enemy would mind my knowing that! I think that
his patent is very nearly up in America. I hear lots
of news from there.
Dev. is simply splendid. He's not made a single
mistake. So straight and honest.
That's another thing about this strike: the people
may take control and everything go with a rush. I
have not at all the opinion that the English people
could not run amok. They very nearly did about a
hundred years ago and neither Army nor Militia could
be trusted. The soldiers don't seem to be a bit well
disciplined and I think could be easily carried away.
I think the Government must be afraid of this, as
they are so down on any discussions of Bolshevism,
Socialism or even Co-operation.
I would have liked to have tried a new experiment
in the way of strikes and that would be to run the
trains, that is a certain number, with food, coal and
a limited number of passengers, collaring the money
and paying the staff. It would be great if it could
be done. Of course, the clerks would have to join up.
The one great thing about the strike is that they
won't be able to keep up supplies to Kolchak and Co.
That I think will be the one great gain and that makes
me doubt if it's a plot. They do so want Russia to
be reduced to slavery again. This may just save the
Revolution. The blockade and starvation sound so
awful: just the same policy as was adopted over here
as early as the time of Henry vm. Among the State
Papers are letters from English officials in Ireland to
Secretary Cromwell, telling that they were destroying
the standing corn and killing the cattle.
Philip Sidney's description of the starvation in
Elizabeth's time is awful. They never stopped doing
this till after Oliver Cromwell's day, and after that tiS